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[Work Colomies s Soluion

of Crime Problem
Aim of Prismers' Aid Association

DAILY AVERAGE OF 1981 CONVICTS

Striking Address by Director of Prisons

0f the fotal population of the
Union, 2.3 per cent, are in prison,
and to house and guard these pri-
soners 13 Institutions have to be
maintained with a staff of 1,647
European and 705 Native and Col-
oured officers, Though the actual
maintenance of each prisoner is only
§4d, per day, the expenditure of the
Department of Prisons amounted lo
£705,090 lagt year.

These and other interesting facls
were revealed in the presidential
adiress delivered by Mr F. Fleck,
the Director of Prisons in the Union,
{o the congress of the South African
Prisoners’ Ald  Assoclatlon, which
was officially opened by the Admin-
Istrator (the Hon, C. T. M. Wilcocks)
In the committes room of the Town
Hall yesterday morning.

The delegates wera Messrs G, F.
Robhins and F. P. W, Barden, Plater-
maritzburg; Mr T. C. C. Sloane and
Miss Frida Hartley, Durban; Mr
Burberry, Johanneshurg; the Rev.
T. W. Oakes and Mr C. Rose-lnnes,
Cape Town; Messrs J, B, Watson and
Solomon, Pretoria; Mr Pescodd, Kim-
berley, and Mr John Crawford,
Blogmfontein,

In his opening address, Mr Wil-
cacks paid a tribute to the memhers
of the association for (helr unsellish
and sell-sacrificing work on behalf
of the erring section of the conmun-
ity. His only regret was that more
liberal and  spontaneous  assistance
was not fortheoming from the gen-
eral publiec. It was not sufficiently

- | realised, he felt, that the prison

population was part and parcel of
the nation, and as such should be
assisted to hecome honest and useful
citizens. The work done by (he
assofeation ranked among the noblest
social tasks undertaken in this
country.  He was glad thal there
were men and women willing to
undertake the work, and he wished
the association and the congress
BYETT SUCCESS.

PRISON POPULATION

Dealing with the prison popula-
fion of the Union during the year
1930, Mr Fleek sfated  that there
wers 184455 aimissions, of whom
152,016 were sentenced to one month
or under. These admissions repre-
sented 23 per cent. of the total
population. The daily average num-
ber in costody was roughly 19,681,

_ | composed of 1277 European males

and 46 females; 16,817 Native and
Coloursd males and 1356 females;

“land 181 Asiatic males and 45

females.  Ahont 818 nar nant  af

ment, The expenditore on prisoners
amounted to £5,1%6. The amount of ~
£44% was paid out in aid of pri-
soners' families and £2000 was
handed o fhe Salvation Army for
work on hehalf of prisoners.  Admin-
Istration costs In this connection wera
£8,407, hut they were justified by the
conditions and the objects of (e
work,

There were 20,752 fnrestlgat!tm
which resulled in work being found
for 657 ex-prisoners, Monetary ajd
was glven to 2,618 persons and other
aid to 1,347 persons, At Johanns-
burg homes and elsewhere 2598 men
were given shelter, 5,042 were pro-
vided with beds and 27527 with
mneals,

SERIOUS BLOT ON ADMINISTR -
TION OF JUSTICE

Mr Robbine. In a comprehensive
paper on “Wark Colonies” referrad
to the endeavours of the assoclatlon
since 1317 to have such calonies fntro-
duced. "After some 15 years' expir-
jence of prison visiting," he said, "I
am convinced that this continued lask
of work colonies i at present the
moat serlons blot upon the adminise
tration of justice in the Union so far
as Buropean prisms are concerned,
It i worse (han useless to sentence
liquor cases (o short periods of des
tention in Jail. In effect, we purge
the man's system from liquor and then
furn hine adrift to repeat the process
of imbibing ad lbitwm.

“One wonders whether the publie
of Sonth Africa are generally awars
what o luge class the so-called
‘sliffs' really are, and what a hurden
they form upon the eammunity, Und e
present condilions {resh recruils are
never wanting. They produce little
or nothing, and are a dead weight
upon soclety.

“AL present we are doing absolutely
nothing to solve this very serions
prohlem.  We are attempling nothing
fo help these people to help them-
salves, 11 fs & serfous disgrace to ug
a5 a civilised community that this
olass <hould evist, and a still worse
diserace that we are doing nothing to
ametiorate their conditions of life.

Work colonies, proceeded Mr Robe
bins, offersd a reasonable eolution,
but fhev must he carefully graded,
and there shouli he several of them.
In the first place, consideration must
lie given 1o what might be deemed
the lowes) class—those whe from
sheer laziness refuse to work and pre-
fer to sponge and lo act as parasites



